[Attempt of estimation of Q fever endocarditis frequency in Poland].
Up to now no Q fever endocarditis (caused by rickettsia Coxiella burnetii) has been diagnosed in Poland. Potential endocarditis caused by Coxiella burnetii strains can be related to a group of strains present in Poland or sensitivity of Polish Population. The aim of the study was to estimate frequency of Q fever endocarditis is patients of National Institute of Cardiology and to characterize Coxiella burnetii strains and correlation between frequency of Q fever endocarditis and the group of strains. In all patients infective endocarditis and valvular heart disease were diagnosed. In all cases vegetations on TTE or TEE and negative blood cultures were confirmed. No fungal antigens or elevated anti-Candida and anti-Aspergillus antibodies were found. Serological investigations as far as it concerns C. burnetii antibodies were negative in all cases. No Coxiella burnetii infection were found in patients with infective endocarditis and negative blood cultures in the National Institute of Cardiology. However due to high probability of occurrence of such an infection in Poland further investigations in other centers would be useful.